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Minutes 

 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8th of May 2018 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Chairman 

Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : Co-opted member 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Eda McPhaerson (EM) : Hollywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambs Police 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 

AS said this would be his last meeting and thanked everyone on the committee for their support.  
Unfortunately he is not sure if his replacement will wish to attend. 
Speaking on behalf of the RSC ML wished AS a happy retirement and said it had been a real pleasure 
working with him.  He had been an enormous help to the road safety committee.  
 
Apologies had been received from  Andy Bush, Brian Burpitt and Dave McCandless 
 

2. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting held on 13th  March 2018 
 

JN  proposed the minutes be accepted.  CS seconded. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Vegetation:  PS said that problems are beginning to emerge as the growth accelerates. ML asked PS to  
mention this to Needingworth PC because he knows where the problem is. 
 
Cromwell Place Crossing: 
 
PS  said that St.Ives Town council seem sympathetic to our proposal for a crossing.  



 
Guided Busway Lights:  OM apologized for not writing as actioned.  PS mentioned the problem of the 
lights at the Town Council  and the signage. One councillor said they had put new signs in but they are 
clearly not effective. PS was almost hit by a taxi which had become stuck in the busway entrance.  
 
ML:  There’s not much we can do about that. 
 
JC: Has there been a response from the town council about our request for a camera to monitor the traffic 
lights at the junction of Hill Rise and Houghton Road. 
 

4. Correspondence 
 
None. 

5. Meeting with CPRSP 
 

OM reported that there was a meeting with Matt Staton of Cambridgeshire County Council on April 10th in 
Huntingdon. Matt Staton is the Road Safety Team Leader. ML and OM represented the RSC.  
 
The Cambridge and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership  are trying to become more pro-active in 

tackling road accidents. They are developing a toolkit to analyse accident data. Parish councils will be able 

to access the new resources and research data will also be made available. They will also enable the online 

reporting of accident-only collisions where there are no injuries. 

Accident cluster spots will be defined within smaller, 100m zones and the criteria will be at least 3 KSI for a 

site to be labelled as ‘severe’ , 6 injuries with 1 KSI to be labelled as ‘moderate’. 

They think the new CRASH accident recording system is more accurate but there are problems with the 

data. They are comparing injury data from Addenbrookes with CRASH input data to assess its accuracy.  

The 2015 -2020 target of a 40% reduction in KSI numbers will not be met and they are looking into why 

the casualty rates  have increased in Cambridgeshire. The dangers of single lane rural roads are something 

that needs to be addressed. The CPRSP are also working on redefining the cost of accidents and moving 

away from the current cost analysis  which they see as inadequate. They would also like mental trauma to 

be included in accident cost calculations. 

They are very supportive of the use of SIDS although they do have concerns about their placement in 

some villages.  They are also in favour of the use of dashcam evidence and cited Essex where footage can 

be uploaded to a website.  

AS: The local police are also moving in this direction.  Could John Morris come to one of these meetings?  

ML: Yes certainly.  

 
6. Wheatsheaf Crossroads 
 
OM read the letter that had been sent to the Parish Clerks of Earith, Bluntisham, Colne, Woodhurst, 
Oldhurst, Needingworth, Pidley and Somersham to ask for help in pressing for traffic lights at the 
Wheatsheaf crossroads. This letter is attached as an appendix.  



Bluntisham PC have written to say they will support it. Colne will discuss it at their next meeting and Earith 
PC are due to discuss it on Thursday May 10th. [Post meeting: Woodhurst have replied to say they are 
supportive but believe that a roundabout is a better option]. 

 

7. . Speeding Reports 
 
DM was absent but had emailed a report on speeding which arrived just too late for the meeting. These 
figures are included as an appendix to the minutes and show that speeding remains a very serious problem 
in many villages. 

 
AS: Speed checks have been done. There has been a complete restructure resulting in more uniforms on 
the street. It is looking very promising. A couple of officers are very keen on dealing with speeding. 
 
 On April 25th they did a speed check in Warboys, and on the 26th in Somersham. I got out in Hemingford 
Abbots and in Bluntisham last Tuesday and got one prosecution.  We will get out again the week after 
next.  But there were far fewer than I expected over the limit.  
 
ML: A lot of it is the perception of speed.  
AS:  We will be going out to Great Raveley. We are having more success.  

 
8. Watching Items 

 
 
Item 5. Earith Junction:  

 

      JN:  LHI bid to be done. Haddenham Causeway will be closed for 3 weeks from May 10th.  
 
      Item 6: Low Road: 
 

CS: Some bad news. Vindis are not selling and it has come off the development plan. This item needs to 
be rewritten. We also need to persuade the powers that something needs to be done about it, such as 
making the roundabout bigger.  

     
Item 14. Corn Exchange and Station Road 

 

PS: The town council won’t do anything about the kerb markings because they believe the police won’t 
enforce it.  
AS: Blue badge holders usually block the road through ignorance. Kerb markings would help because 
generally they are obeyed.  
PS: Ok, I’ll have another go.  

 
Item 49: Morrisons Store: 
 

CS: The description of this item is wrong. There is no entrance at Parsons Green. Remove this from the 
description.        

 
      Item 51: Meadow Lane Junction:  
 

CS: No problems reported there lately.  
 

Item 52: Sawtry Way Speed Limit: 
 

DM: (by email)  This project is far from dead in the water and the vital member of the Parish Council (that 
has had to be reformed), Graham Cunnick, is still at the helm of this much needed initiative. The Parish 



has decided to now seek funding via an LHI 2018 application and will seek contributions from local sources 
to provide a contribution of more than 1% for this £7k (estimated) project.  Consequently, to satisfy one of 
the criteria required by such bids, a full consultation will take place involving all residents and businesses in 
the estates along Sawtry Way. This hopefully will take place in June 18 assisted by the experience CRW 
gained when installing its £20k traffic calming project in Ramsey Forty Foot that completed on 31 March 
after several contractor/supplier delays.   

    

9. Reports from members 
 

JN:  The cycle path between Bluntisham and Earith is progressing.  
 

Eda:  Nothing to report. (ML: Would John like to come to the next meeting?) 
 

CS, Fenstanton:  Nothing for Fenstanton at the moment. No progress with the slip road problems.  
 

ML, Chair:  The cycle path in Bluntisham at Rectory Road will be done soon. Steve Criswell said the bridge 

over the drain should be in place by the end of the month.  
 
PS: Mentioned to the TC about the parking problem on Shakespeare Road. Large vehicles, such as vans, 

stick out into the road when they are parked.  This means other vehicles can’t see ahead when coming 
down the hill. The suggestion was to have some permitted parking. Unfortunately the council didn’t 
support it but I felt they didn’t really understand the problem. OM to write and suggest they have a look at 
the situation at tea time when it is at its worst.  
The other thing is that the LHI for the speed reduction at Marley Road was rejected but they are prepared 
to put measures in place to keep the speed to 40mph.  The top bend by Norfolk Road is the real problem.  
 

JC:  Why are cars allowed to park in Crown Street with their wheels on the pavement?  They should not 

be there at all.  Bank Holiday Sunday was a disgrace in terms of behaviour. (AS: The Designated Order has 
expired and is not being renewed.  They will need a Public Spaces Protection Order and there is not 
enough evidence to get one. We are also looking into the parking problem in Crown Street. But there is 
only a time limited restriction. It’s not clear that you can’t park there).  

 

10.  Items for Further Consideration 
 

CS:  I’ve just got a blue badge and I looked at the guidance book. It says you shouldn’t park on the 
pavement. (AS. It’s just advice. The only actual offence is causing an obstruction. There is talk about the 
law being changed but that could cause chaos.) 
 

11. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday   July 10th 
Tuesday  September 11th 

Tuesday   November 13th 
 



 
  



 


